
Keep your child home when they are sick. Many signs of Covid-19 do mirror signs of regular
illness such as fever, cough, or sore throat.
Immunize your vaccine-eligible child.
Provide your child's school with updated immunization records. This is important for all
students, but critical for our kindergarten, 7th grade, and 12th grade students. Additionally, it
is important for us to know if your child has received a COVID-19 vaccination, and if your child
is on an alternative vaccination schedule. 
As we enter flu season, consider a flu shot for yourself and your children. 

As we enter October, I want to ask for cooperation from parents and families in helping us
maintain a safe and healthy school environment so that our students can continue uninterrupted
education.

As a reminder, we ask that you continue to:

Most importantly, in time spent outside of school, please take good Covid-19 safety precautions,
even if you are vaccinated. Wear a mask in crowded indoor spaces. Please have your children
(particularly younger unvaccinated children) wear masks when they are indoors with their friends.
Almost every one of our positive cases has a direct out-of-school connection, most frequently a
party or sleepover where masking did not occur. 

The district is attempting to arrange an on-site booster vaccination clinic with Greene County
Public Health, to which the public will be invited. Should we be able to make this happen, we will
communicate details broadly. Until then, information about boosters for those eligible can be
found here. 

We will continue to post our Covid-19 metrics on our website every Friday afternoon. Thank you
for your cooperation and assistance. It takes a village to keep our children and our community
healthy. 
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Health & Safety

https://gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov/


Social Media Challenges
Currently circulating on social media, there is a call for students to engage in 
 “challenges," and then record these attempts and post to TikTok. Some of
these "challenges" are listed here:

 September: Mess up a toilet/vandalize a restroom
 October: Slap a staff member (on the backside)
 November: Kiss your friend’s girlfriend at school
 December: Deck the halls and show your b**** in school hallways
 January: Jab a breast
 February: Mess up school signs
 March: Make a mess in the courtyard/cafeteria
 April: Grab some eggz (theft)
 May: Ditch Day

Schools around the country have been dealing with the effects of this, and
Yellow Springs Schools have not been immune to this challenge. We have seen
the following damage and vandalism at both of our buildings: soap, paper
towels, and toilet paper being stolen; toilets being clogged with paper towels,
toilet paper, and drink bottles.

While I am confident that the acts that have occurred so far have been
committed by a very small number of students, I want to take this opportunity
to address our entire school community about this challenge. 

We will not tolerate any acts of vandalism nor any of the other acts described
above. Should any behavior like this occur, we will investigate fully,
appropriately discipline any student involved according to our student
handbook, and pursue other action as applicable, including restitution.

The principals and I ask that you talk to your children and help them
understand the danger of participating in viral trends, such as these TikTok
challenges.



League of
Innovative Schools

Yellow Springs Schools (YSS) was accepted into the League of Innovative Schools, a national coalition of forward-
thinking K-12 school districts organized by Digital Promise, a nonprofit organization with the mission to accelerate
innovation in education and improve the opportunity to learn for all through technology and research.

The Digital Promise League of Innovative Schools (DPLIS), launched at the White House under President Barack
Obama within the United States Department of Education in 2011, accepts new members through a competitive
application process once per year.

The full list of members can be found at digitalpromise.org/districts.

DPLIS Director Dewayne J. McClary says that the league “recognizes the impact that equity, access, and
opportunity can have on student outcomes….The League strives to build a collaborative of close-knit districts that
work together to eradicate the impact of inequitable practices, outdated instruction and resources, and districts
working in silos. Part of our mission is to transform the systems and policies that create barriers for marginalized
students.”

League members are represented by their superintendent, who commits to attend biannual League meetings;
participate in League cohorts and challenge collaboratives on a broad range of topics relevant to the changing
needs and priorities of school districts; support Digital Promise research and provide critical feedback; engage
with entrepreneurs to advance edtech product development steeped in the latest learning science and meets
district needs; and participate in the League’s professional learning community by connecting with other
members online, in person, and at each other’s school districts.

Working at the intersection of education leaders, researchers, and developers, Digital Promise and the League of
Innovative Schools provide an environment for superintendents and district leaders to share and learn from best
practices; leverage research and participate in continuous improvement models; engage in research and
development (R&D) projects with peers to address education’s biggest challenges; and implement new
technologies and innovations in their school systems. In addition to superintendents’ participation, there are also
opportunities for other school administrators, principals, and teachers from member districts to participate in
League and Digital Promise-related initiatives. 

The League will officially welcome new members at its fall hybrid meeting on October 20-22, 2021, held online and
in-person in Washington, D.C. The new members’ entrance into the League extends the network’s reach to 125
districts across 34 states, and expands its cumulative impact to 3.8 million students served over time.
 
For more information on the Digital Promise League of Innovative Schools, visit: digitalpromise.org/league. 

http://www.digitalpromise.org/districts
http://www.digitalpromise.org/league
http://www.digitalpromise.org/league


Free lunch this year (which all students get regardless for this year only)
Free or reduced lunch for the first 30 school days of next year
All school fees are waived (Chromebook fee, band/orchestra fee, and some other high school fees)

Federal funding for special programs is based directly on the percentage of our students free/reduced
lunch eligible as determined by qualifying free/reduced lunch applications. This includes the reading
center and reading tutoring at Mills Lawn and math and reading tutors and intervention software and
support at MMS/YSHS. The higher the percentage of students who qualify, the more federal funding we
receive to support our students.
Many grants that we apply for are related to income status for our students. The higher percentage of
our students who qualify for free or reduced lunch, the more grants we have access to. 

Free and Reduced Lunch Forms
Although all students receive free lunch for the remainder of the year, any family who may qualify for
free or reduced lunch should complete and return a free/reduced lunch application. 

How does qualifying for free/reduced lunch impact my student?

How does free/reduced lunch status impact the school/district?

Emergency Medical Forms 
It is critical for your child's school to have up-to-date contact and medical information for your child should
we need to reach you in case of emergency. These forms need to be updated each school year.

Publicity Opt-Out Forms
If you do not want your child's name and/or image used in district materials or on district social media,
including our website, please complete the publicity and student directory opt-out form.

Important Paperwork

To access these and other important forms, please visit our 
2021-2022 Paperwork for Parents Portal.

https://www.ysschools.org/2/content/mls-backtoschoolforms


Election day is
Tuesday,
November 2, 2021. 

PLEASE
REMEMBER

TO VOTE

Absentee ballot requests can be made at the Greene
County Board of Elections. 

Absentee voter requests must be mailed or dropped off in
person. Absentee ballot requests must be received by
October 30 at 12:00 PM (noon). To request a ballot,
download the Application for an Absentee Ballot to fill out
or write a letter which includes: name, address, address to
send the ballot to if different from home address,
telephone number, birth date,
Ohio driver’s license number or the last four digits of your
Social Security Number, election for which you are
requesting a ballot, party affiliation (for primary elections),
a statement that you are a qualified voter, and the
signature of voter.

Greene County Board of Elections
551 Ledbetter Road

Xenia, OH 45385
boe.ohio.gov/greene

Absentee Ballots

School Bond Issue Information

Our current facilities are outdated, in need of substantial and costly repairs, and do not have the
collaboration spaces to support today's educational practices.
The plan is for a new K-12 building on the current MMS/YSHS Enon Road site. This recommendation was
the result of our facilities planning process in early 2021 involving a team of over 60 parents, teachers,
students and community members. 
The plan includes a completely accessible school-building with general education classrooms, an
engineering/design classroom, special education classrooms and small tutoring spaces, appropriate music
classrooms, a regulation, air-conditioned high school gymnasium, a media center, a cafeteria and/or multi-
purpose space. (This list is not comprehensive.)
The bond issue is a combined property tax (6.5 mills) and income tax (0.5%) issue which spreads the
investment in our schools across the community.
The total cost of the project is $35,590,490. 
This is a project with the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (OFCC), which enables us to take
advantage of a state reimbursement credit of 26% ($9,253,527) 8-10 years down the road. This
reimbursement will go directly to pay down bond debt. 

On November 2, 2021, the Yellow Springs Exempted Village School District will have a facilities bond issue on
the ballot.  Here are details:

You can find more information on ysschools.org and ysforward.com.

https://www.boe.ohio.gov/comoh/Absentee_Request_11-A.pdf


Mark Your Calendar


